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Figure C Dog abdomen ventrodorsal projection.

Figure D Cat thorax right lateral projection.
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Figure F Cat abdomen left lateral projection.

Figure E Cat thorax ventrodorsal projection.
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Figure G Cat abdomen ventrodorsal projection.
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Figure H Heart clockface analogy, lateral projection. Ao = aorta; BR = brachioce-
phalic artery; CV = cranial vena cava; LPA = left pulmonary artery; LS = left sub-
clavian artery; LAU = left auricle; LA = left atrium; LV = left ventricle; RV = right 
 ventricle; PA = pulmonary artery; CVC = caudal vena cava; RAU = right auricle; 
RPA = right pulmonary artery.
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Figure I Heart clockface analogy, dorsoventral projection. 11-1 o’clock position = 
location of the aortic arch; 1-2 o’clock position = location of the main pulmonary 
artery; 2-3 o’clock position = area of the left auricle, which will protrude in cases 
of left atrial enlargement; between 3 and 6 o’clock = left ventricle, including the 
apex of the heart; between 6 and 9 o’clock = right ventricle; 9 to 11 o’clock = right 
atrium.
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Figure J Heart ventrodorsal projection; aorta and left ventricle.
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Figure K Heart ventrodorsal projection; right atrium.
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Figure L Heart ventrodorsal projection left atrium and auricle.
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Figure M Heart ventrodorsal projection; right ventricle and main pulmonary 
artery.
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Figure P Surfaces of the lungs. The seven lung lobes of the dog are outlined on 
the dorsoventral view. These include the right cranial, middle and caudal lobes; 
the left cranial (cranial and caudal segments) and caudal lobes; and the accessory 
lung lobe located centrally and caudal to the heart.
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Figure O Right and left caudal pulmonary arteries.
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1

CASE 1.1 A 7-year-old neutered male Labrador Retriever who was hit by a car. 
You obtain these thoracic radiographs: Figs. 1.1a, b, left and right lateral projections, 
respectively; Figs. 1.1c, d, ventrodorsal and dorsoventral projections, respectively.

1 What are your radiographic findings?
2 What is your radiographic diagnosis?

Thorax Questions

Section 1: THORAX

1.1a 1.1b

1.1c 1.1d
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